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Dear Chairwoman Vizenor;

At the Tribal Executive Committee meeting on May 5, 2009, a few White Earth band members
addressed the Tribal Executive Committee with concerns over a Constitution for the White Earth
Nation. The Constitution was ratified dele to the White Earth Constitutional Convention
held April 4, 2009 at the Shooting Star. mmhnomen,MN

The question that was brought to me prior to the TEC meeting and again after the meeting was
what is the next step for White Fiarth to operate under a scparate Constitution from the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe’s Constitution. .

Our present Constitution does not have a provision in place for the six constituent bands to
operate under separate copstitutions. The process to amend the Tribe’s Constitution to allow for
separate Band Constitutions is the same process that is necessary for any amendment to the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Constitution.

Until the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe’s Constitution is amended the White Earth Band would
continue to be part of the Governmental structure that operates under the existing Constitution.

I did inform the White Earth Band members that there currently isn’t an issue for the Tribal
Executive Committee to discuss. The White Earth Tribal Council can certainly hold mectings
and their own constitutional convention to prepare its constituents for any changes that they
might bring to the Tribal Executive Committee at a future date.

If you bave any further questions please call me.

oM. S hige
orman W. Deschampe
President

c¢ Ron Valiant, Executive Director
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- Ray Belcourt
POBox462
White Earth, MN 56591

Dear Mr. Belcourt::

. A number of tribal members have inquired about the process by which the
Revised Constitution and Bylaws may be amended. I am providing this synopsis so that
the membership understands the present status of our governing document.

The Revised Constitution and Bylaws of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe has a
specific mechanism for amendments. There must be an election for that purpose called
by the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary has a duty to call an election when
requested by two-thirds of the Tribal Executive Committee (TEC). The Constitution may
also be revoked by an act of Congress, but there is no mechanism for Congress to impose
an amendment on the Tribe.

There have been four amendments to the Revised Constitution and Bylaws - two
in 1972 and two in 2006. Although there has been an on-going discussion about different
proposals to change the existing Constitution, the TEC has not requested a Secretarial
Election on any proposed change. As a result, the entire Revised Constitutionand .
Bylaws remains unchanged. That fact was made clear at the last quarterly TEC meeting
when enroliment decisions involving all six Bands were made in strict conformance to-
the membership requirements that have been in place for fifty years.

Sincerely,

Norman W. Deschampe
President
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Kevin K. Washburn
Assistant Secretary -~ Indian Affairs
MS-4141-MIB

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240
Detr Assistant Secretary Washbum:

MM&&MWWWW@Im
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governing document. It is my understanding that White Earth Chairwoman Erma Vizenor has
mmmmmmangﬁmmmmmwmm
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when considering this or any other issue affecting the Minnesota Cliippewa Tribe. White Earth is
one of the constituent Bands organized under the Constitution and, like the others, will remsin so
until the Constitotion is changed through the process provided in Article XIL

That amendment article provides that “/i]t shall be the duty of the Secretary to call an
election when regquested by two-thirds of the Tribal Executive Commiittee. ” That means that at
least eight (8) of the twelve (12) members would have to vote in fiavor of a resolution to call a
wm@mmwmmmmmm&mBmm
accomplish. That has not happened despite the fiact that in 2004 the TEC authorized its attorncy
to draft for consideration a new article that, if adopted through the amendment process, would
Mamchmw‘Mm&mmmMmddw;m
goveming document and remove itself from the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe.

Chatrwoman Vizenor placed that draft on the TEC agenda in December 2013, neither she nor
anyoﬂm‘!‘BCmbermoved:tsadopﬂm.Smnhiy noschonhsbeenpmposedatmyofﬂn

TEC meetings in 2014.
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Each of the TEC members is obliged to comply with the current governing document and
becanse it establishes the terms of our relationship, so must the Secretary, It has been suggested
that there is an alternative means by which our Constitution can be changed, but no one has
‘explsined how we could simply ignore what has been in place for the last fifty years. I you
belicve there is authority to depart from our governing document, I expect that your written
explanation will be forthcoming.

cc: Tribal Executive Cornmittee
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY"
“Washingion, DC 20240

AUG 2 5 2015

The Honorable Erma J, Vizenor

Chairwomntan, . White Earth Reseryation Tnbal Coungcil
P.O: Box418

White Earth, Minnesota 56591

Dear Chairwoman Vizenor:

Thank you for your letfer dated May 12, 2015 requcsung ‘that I hold 2 special Secretarial
election for-the purposé of conducting an independence referenidum for the White Earth Band
of Chlppewa Indians (White Earth)., Your letter requested a response within 30 days, and

I apologize for the delay in responding to you. Por reasons set forth below, I must dechne the
request to hold & Secretatial election. X . )

Asa member of thc Minnesota Chippewa Tribe. (MCT),. White Earth is ig. an umxsua.l sxuxanon.
The bands that formed the MCT are separaté sovéreigns with inidependerit relationships with the'
United States; for example, in 1934 White Earth voted to accept the Indian Reorganization Act
([RA) byel; 122 t0 245 margin. However, the MCT was formed in 1936 when the residents-of
six reservations Jomed together and voted to adopt a constitution under the Indian Reorganization
Act (IRA). In forming a single tribal organization, in which six bands operate under one umbrella

. constitution, each band voluntarily bound itself to the constramts of the MCT .

The IRA recognized that a governmental structure should be flexible and provxded a process
to revoke or amenid a previously adopted constitution via Secretarial election? Secretarial
clections are governed by Federal regulations. The Federal regulations provide a framework
- forthe formulatxon and submission of petifions requestihg a Secreianal election 16 amend &

tibal constitution®

Ths MC'I' Const:tuubn itself provxdw 4 method to fevoke or amend the Constmxuon by e!ecuon.

It is thie duty of the Secretary to call an election to amend or revoke the Constitution when

~ requested by two-thirds of the Tribal Executive Committee.® The MCT Constitufion also .
provides a mechanism for individual tribal mémbers to petition for a referenduin vote on any

! The MCT is made up of 6 companent reservations: Boise Forts Band (Nett Lake), Fond du. Lac Band, Grand
Portage Band, Leech Lake Band, M'l!e Lacs Band, and White Earth Band. -~ .
225 US.C. §476(5). :
>25CF.R.Patf2. |
* Revised Constitution and Bylaw of the ancsota Cbippem Tribe, Article XIT

>1d.
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"proposed resolution or ordinance.® Thus, the MCT Constjtution provides a safety.valve {o
Tequest a Secrétarial eléction if two-thirds of the Tribal Executive Committee decline to request
-an’ eléction., Jii sum, dbsent a request from tovo-thirds of the Tribal Execitive Committee under
Article XTI of the MCT Constitution, or a petition ansmg under Atticle XIV, 1 Iack the necessary

duthorization to call a Secretarial election. _ y

Adopting, _ame,nding ,or revoking a Constitution is a diﬁ‘lcu}t process; this is by dwign. The
MCT Constitution is not unusual in this regard, and I understand White Earth’s frustrations.. In
soine-ways, it might appear to an outside observer that efforts toward tribal self-determination
Aor White Earth are, being impeded by the MCT. But thn Feéderal Governinent has not Always
‘been & fores far gaod i disputes ‘Within dnd amiong tribes, 1 light of out owirtainted history;

T believe that the United States must proceed with great humility when approaching such
dispufes, whether they are characterized as intratribal or initertribal. . Thus, while thisjs a ciose :
casg and I &m sympathetic with your plight, it is more consistent with my own pnnclplw in: -
Supp0rt of &ribal self-determination and self-governance to allow any solution to this issue. to
come from the processes already aul:honzed within the MCT Const:tuuon. 1 encoumge you tp

engage those procésses.

I appreciate your understandmg in these matters and wish you success in ac}ucv,\ng your goals of
independence for the thte Eanh Nation. .

' Sincerel A

L

Washbum
t Secretary — Indian Aﬁ’arrs

. $Revised Consiitution and Bylaw of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, Axticle X1V, Section .
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